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The Sport Held in High
Favor and the Bouts
of the Champions
Great Public Festivals

it) .him:imi i. c. ci, vhki:.
usnl t wombr years ago

ONK bands nf Japanese
louri'il tin-- wot Id If their

skill was vNcoptiuii.il ami wheth-
er nil the people of tli.u distant, little
known lunil weic eqiiallv able t walk up
pol .unl balance thun.svlvcs with llow-t-r- y

umbrellas on perilous p.uo s high
in tin-- air. Wo know bettor nmv, but
there is something In the thought. Till'
Japanese Is born to physical exercise
If not to utlilotics. lit' is In the nature
of things sturdy on Inn tclutivcly
strong logs nnil sitting an a rat because
skunks' mare over a cotinti of hills
ami hollows has been almost his on.y
carrier nut only of himself but his
belongings. Naturally, too. winm speed
was necessary lie must make It him-Kei- f.

Thu pride of switi. s mug car-
riage, the pride of burden bearing went
tnuftlit... ami all tin- - null .lll.l tin- - peas- -

ant pi.iporiion of tin- - wmm u shared It.'
All were potential athletes.

That Is true of tin- - whole people, but
of a special class, '.ho Samurai or
lighting men, the eare of tin- - boily from
the point of cultivating sttciigih, sup-
pleness ami skill ill exorcise was its
habit most rigidly onforceil. Tin- - vigor,
ami cheer with which women work in
the llelils rob the fact of their doing
uth woik at all of what Ann man.-- '

would call inhuiii.im y. The work must
be lb lie thc ale tllelo to llu II, .111(1

why not fal. to with a w.llV
I ii 1: u olio day along do shores

of Lake Iliwa I slopped a inopii'iit to
watch a band of busy peasants at work
Iringlng rich black mud fnuii tile lake- -

sale to euro h their little patilos of
land. They wore using every moans of
carrying ho stulf wheelbarrows, carts
sacks basket.'?. Never shall I forgot
the ilish of glad priile in the eye of
a stout bu.:t In tlf woman of foity In
a mill. ilium of dark bill" 14a i men is and
In bare fc t as she fairly skipped by
with a sw.nging stiide carr.viug two
enuilllolis blskets of Wet earth balilllC'od
on a oke. it would have boon over-
much for many a man. I took oil my
hat to her

The sport.s of such a people ate likely
to do with feats of strength, ami hence
the professional wrestler ami the high
amateur of Judo or Jlu-jlts- u hold the
lofty places In popular ost.matlou.
Fencing of the two handed .sword type
has Its votaries. All sorts of minor
sports, running, imitation of cook light-
ing, archery, batlledoi the latter
among women have a plac in tiutio
sports. The groat sport from abroad
likely In the end to be the most popu-
lar of all Is baseball. The Japanese Is

especially bii.lt for It in Ills s I and
alertness. The Kelo I'nlverslty team
and the Waseda I'niversity team have
sot .the pattern for the colleges and
high schools, and soon every village will
have Its exemplars of the. twirling
sphere, Kvcry afternoon teams of
sdmolboy.s may be s. on plaing In
lllbya 1'ark Toklo, with all the accom-
paniments of "Kill the umpire:" and
"Slide, llldeyrtshl, slide!" I.awn tennis
Is finding favor, but "lore slowly. There
are many courts, but they are not so far
tumiiiK out many apt devotees.

Professional wrestling, "sumo," Is
among the olden sports of Japan. In
former times the wrestlers wore the
pels of the rich provincial ilaimios-t- ho

fuedil lords and twice a year they as-

sembled from all Japan at Veiblo and
Kftvo grout exhibitions. Nowailays they
form a class by themselves. Into whlcn
entrance i.in onlv ho gained by

who, Hist .sotting out as pupils
of the ureal wrestlers, are given a
chance to tram entrance Into the lowest
class and so to work up to the fr ut
rank in the course of sl or seven
years, if they are ever to "make It."

As tla geishas are chosen from anion!;
the pri'Hiesi mi ls of the pooler elassi ,

and work for .wars under close tute-
lage I learn the mis and unices of
their culling, so the wrestlers are inkea
from the tallest and most lohust of t ic
working people, and have for years to
undeigo an apprenticeship with only
one objiot. viz.. the ability to exott

muscular pow r for a few min-

utes at a tune. The wrostleis run any-
where flolll r, feet 7 to ii feet and over,
the pie.--. 111 i II, T.uiliyainu. being
two inches anil a half ..hove si feet, Ah
long endurance is not called for thov
are emihss of the .11. of
bodily fal. .mliod most ilesuoiis of it,
as the added weight makes it hinder to
budge tin in. and the vast ommiii-- o of
flesh is the harder to grab. They mo
cmirinous feeders and l.uge meat eadrs
(mil sake consumers.

Th re are live grades, none of Ihom
drawing lime satiric, but th- - gen
erally manage ! live deei nuy b mfli
from rh h admirers The men 11

In two divisions th. cast and
v west, onco doiititlem a matter of

014 rn ill i en I oriKlu of the athletes
w wholly arlillrary, Wlien u
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festival Is ileolareil the men arc called

to face each otlur from these two divi-

sions. When one of the wrestlers In

either camp has difeated all the ion
biMinOit annuls! Ii tn lu a tournament
at Toklo, Incltldim: ineinbers of the
hiKhest class, callnl o.okl, he is in the
ihamp. unship class and may In elected
by the IiIkIi rommlitee of wrestle'.-- .

Illnoshlta Kal.-a- ii siipivme champion
and entitled to wear tho yoko.una or

hempen belt- -a relic of the very old
days of the sport.

They wear their hair lumf and carry
It braided in a fancy knot on the tops
of tin ir heads, Klvlnir thorn a rod Indian
look, very Kiy and In the
r.nir tluir foot a:e bare and thoy wear
cailv a loin cloth. Allhoimh ainoiiK
the hlulier men you will moot min
inoiistroshles of adipose tissue the laruo
majority are tall, lorn; llinbed and beau-

tifully made and muscled.
It was at Nanoya that I first saw

thoni wrestle, and althoimh they were
not oC the hiKhest class It was In a

wav more Inter, Htlnu than the wreslllm!
at the Brent wrostllm; festival at Toklo,
w here I saw the enormous men of the
eh. mimon class at h.uidariP". For In

stance, the bouts between the oonti sl-

ants, all line, sinewy youni? men. wore
b. st two out of three, which exhibited
all a wrestlorV best points, as falls wore

decided In succession aloiui the
same lino of mil's or throws,

The rim,-- Is a circle of soft earth about
llfteen foot In diameter ralsul about
time foot above the tloor of the hall,
with a lino il'iiwn (loir around .is nine.
If the wrestler can push, pull or lift
his opponent so thai any pail of his
body crosM.s the line It Is Ills bout,
laiually If ho throws him or boats so
upon him Hint even one llimer lunches
the mound he wins. It Is hot woik
while II lasts, hut It Is only a few

0111R mid the higher the Krade of
w I sllef (In shorti r the 1,1110 of ai tual
siruuitle. The prolliulnarii s take lime.
IniHi'i or

While nt Nanoya we saw twenty
couples wrestle their three falls In
ninety minutes, or less than live min
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utes each. At Toklo, with the moat
ones, only one fall Is kImmi each man,
and the Koneral propoillon was six
minutes of preliminaries to six seconds
or less of action. The hall at Nanoya
was a new Iron sirilcture, modelled on
that at Toklo, only smaller, so urn
ibscrlpllon will answer for both. It Is
ainphltheatral, and there are 110 chairs,
TI10 audience siiuats In hiuiiioiI off
spaces on cushions, our patty, how-

ever, was politely Ktven chairs.
The rlnK N In llu centre with four

corner poles and a roof, the latter evi-

dently a relit' of the lime the colllosl
won) III the open air and sun and lain
wore to be guarded against. The ritual
Ij curious.

Thn next two or three contestants
s.t on benches east and west of the
rim.'. There Is an iimplio 111 a Inn 17

ornate prhstly pnvn who entries 11

closed fan with a lonu tassel, and an
announcer, who calls ihe names of the
pair, as: "ilolden Hills from the Mast
and I toil Mountain from the West" (the
wresllers all use .stnno names expres
sive of hlrcnt'th).

find only In black or purple loin cloth
they rose as their names were called
and mounted tho platform, kueoliiiK op
posile eaih other and iiinkini; a core
loiiluiis bow, with 1. nil- - knuckles mi ih

Moor. Thou they arose and wont iIiioukIi
a llm' "ink' up process, Willi an out
ward circular swIiik of the rinhl leu
they brought the foot down Willi a
stamp and followed suit with the loft.
Thou, with hoili Ioks well apart, they
lowered their hodli s until llu calves
touched the tliluiis, the heels off the
Kiound. Then lin y rose .with a spiin
walked In a corner post, took 11 pinch
of salt from a ban and scattered it
for luck, lu an Instant they were
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trundled f.uiuK each other nntl at lib-

erty In boKlll.
They watch each other Intently, tho

umpire boiitlim; over lMiuee
''lie general y m.ikis a spi'inn toward
h .s op).on, nt, ofitii toin !i him, hut
the otlur says: "Mil e, wait, lie
is not ready Then they rise, walk
about stretch, take 11 think of water
mil come bat k, mid once inure "set"
this time about six feet apart. From

27, 19M.
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the moment tho "set" looks; like busi-
ness the umpire sets up a sort of chir-
ruping. Finally, both wrestlers arise
toKother, ulvin a simile shout, ami ily
at each other. It should be understood
that you may urip your opponent's loin
cloth and may push, pull, lift or trip
e use any of the w restler's fort eight
ricks', hut you must use an open hand,

and ma not strike, butt or kick.
Their att.11 ks were as various as their

physliiue. .Some Hew at tluir oppon-
ents ami got to handgrips immediately,
iithers heal the air, much as a snug-
gling cat would, sliifllng tluir ground
ami circling the ring. A 11 iM attempt
to push out the other never succeeded.
To avoid that - led the A II (' of the
game In all bonis they weio soon In-

terim kod. their hands tlaspiiig the 's

slippery body or clinching lor the
loll) loth at the side or hack of It, iiley
keep tluir logs wide ap.ill to give a
stronger base, ami strain with 1I10 aims
and upper part of the hotly .seeking to
throw the oilier off his balance, or by a
sudden shift to throw lilm oer his hips,
There s no ipu -- tion about the streiiu-oiiNiios- s

and tin- skill, Soiiit'i linos a
man. appanuily ahoiii to bo Ihiown, by
le, 11 lung down the olhol's hack ilillillg

a hot snuggle grips ine imn ciotn. umi
ho'd' sooil. Soiueliiui s both full ap-

parently logi ther, hill Millie one ls

a different o, There Is an appeal.
II Is a long business, bul generally a
"drart" Is declared, after consult. Ulons,
In which each side cotc.s solid for its
own man.

Tlui't w.u one niniclnK' bnui
pout fill fat man fat all over hut ob-

viously very strong, towered above his
f ic anil stamped anil spread and swag
geiotl in great shai I.ofty Summit of
the West" Ills meagre, blight eyed

oppomnt was "I.lltle Whlilpool of I'ip
Mast." After tho usual pielimlnai u--

the fat man advanced conlldcntly on
the little one. leaching over to take him
by the sliotlldeis, Quick as a Hash
I.lltle Wllllil I ducked, clasped the
mountainous follow about the hip-- ,

lifted him bodily fr in the ground and
plallled him on Ills feet outside tho ring.
The audience roared.

The giant seemed to enjoy It, too, It

was so surpi Islng. In the next tw
loiinds the little man went to the earth
in double quick order, anil as I.lltle
Whirlpool turned to gu down, l.ofiy
Summit, smiling, lapped him n tic
shoulder as su.ung: "How dare you, you
little shrimp'" then walked contenii illy
to his side of the Hug. squatted on h.s
heels ami saluted the house, while t ..

umpire pointed his fan at him, ami
fliid "Lolly Summit of the West." Tic
little man hail, as Is customary, shot
down a diagonal passage out of the
theatre, whim ine victor watiou to serve
the next man on Ins side with water,
If he iienlitl a drink.

At Toklo li hall Is very large it in!
holds an autlioiieo of 1,1, MOa pi oplo. For
tile bettor plates ol must hlie your

well in a, haute. So mm h hangs
upon Ihe single bout which an athlete
is allownl ill a day that the piclhuluary
sti etching, spreading, stamping, salt
sprinkling, water di Inking ami walking
loiiml seeius endless. The muscular
displays were, however, niagnlllcent
Math contestant hail followeis who
hi d him I saw some s.uy ci.upli s

engage, all powerful nun ".Mount
Sliaka," a superb feet I" man, dis-

posed of "Ureal I'ascaile," of '1 feet --

im lies, afli r 11 lightning grapple of four
s Is. "Silken IUmi" of the Mast
fin til "Sandstone" of Ihe West- - two
splendidly malt hod sm . me ns of big
in.ii. "Saiulstoiii " won with a ninthly
Olfol'l 111 SlX M'COlllls.

The appeiiiani e of last vear's cham-
pion. Tlilii,ima or "Sw ii'tl M inula. 11

was lositvcil for Ihe last boui of llu
1l.1v To leialn his i liainpionvliip lu
must defeat evety man brought agiuisi

I him for tho ton days of the toiirua- -

u
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In Contrast to Bmto
Slrcnglh of Wrestler:;
Is Adroit Skill of Vo-taii- cs

of Judo
incut, lie had already thr. wn s'x on
siloiesstie d.ijs and was gicetcd wit I

a long slot in of cheers when he a --

peaioil anil began to stamp, strotih iiud
spread, lie was good enough to pos 1

liefoie the catiu ra for un; after th
chainpioiif hip for I'.'ll was set nrctl t
him, and I must say he - nu-- easily
the llu, -- 1 man uf all 1 saw.

He stands very erect. His tni.iMtrc-nioiit- s

ate. Height, 1; ru t :'..'ii; iiu In ,

round the chest, .M.no Inches wt.gh,
'"."i pounds. Ho was born lu ls"T, tual
lug him 117 eals old.

His oppoiii nt mi the afternoon I sa '
Inm was ,1 .smaller man, hut must ma ,

wily ii'ul wary. thought of the b.i 11

haw ib st rlbetl m Nagoya. and Woiuli r I

what would happen. The prellmm irb
were prolonged, with this oxt ny th,
the audiemo could tl t sec tot) mill l

of T.iehl.Mim i's tin' pos s. At last tin
Wile "set" With tile aspect of (III III

mediate 1 lash coming. Sure en.uigl
Hut u was over In two rcioiuK T1
shorter man crotu lied as if ro uly '
suli slip when Tin lii .una mine f
Inm, but there was 110 time.

With one tertitle spring ho had tl'
way fellow In his grasp and Hung hi
oiiisid.. th,. ting, following him h.inst
oiling down upon him like a fall, 11

tlill ..vor tin- - hank and sliding dow
head foiein st to the floor of the Iwut
It "loil as if the campion must ha
hint humnif, and that the breath, 11
least, hail been crushed out of t
mull r man, but both arose 1111l1.1t in
and the audience lose and roar
"T.u ln.i .una" as the wrestler knelt ai I

saint. .1.

lad. is altogether lllffolellt, mil on'
ill a. tion ami purpose but in us votm
it . Wo have hoard uuuii of ii in tl
I'nitetl States for the last dozen yeat
but .Met must see It at liof Kano

taiatluny at Toklo 1. witness It m
glory. The professor has boon teacf
Ing it for thirty years. It was he wi
at that early day took the three styl
of Judo mid made one coiiiprehensl
system ot them all l.ot It be said, tlr
of all. that it Is a system of tl fetice
offence lu wiostlitig by whli h sk
takes ad antage of an opp Hem
stltnulh in attack to defeat Inm

It rests primarily, aci onllng to I'n --

Kano, on the simple ptopositioii th,
when equilibrium Is destroyed a 111

falls or may be thrown easily. Th
was the Samurai system, used by tho.
ough anil polished sold'ors of the in I

regime, line f tluir feats was to thro
a man in armor In sueli a way as t

bleak his neck. Then there was tl
mbi of 1I10 ctimlnal classes that alnu I

at (linking or Plonking the limbs, ovi
taking tin- - life of a xlciini, Last
(hue was the police Judo aimed equa'i
at subduing mi opponent by chokii
or ottn i w ise for the purpose of makli
miosis. et stopping short . f homliid
I'lot Kami's system must he seen 11

action to be uppi eclated.
Visiting his iicnib'tny one afterno'

we saw tlfty to sixty couples of yout
men. Iiotn 17 to 2.1, engaged in piactln
Tin y wear s'oat white ihawers a I

thltk linen Jackets, biittoniess In fro
mid showing thu bale bi easts.

It was an Inspiring sight. Mat '1

couple fought, according to the ruli
with a vigor and dash that left notlili
to bo desired. Not a word was sa
The lloor was thickly inal'od, The tm
were batefoot. Kaeh grasped Ins op
pollellt's coil lapel. They pulli
trippitl. H'loVeieil. straliioil and pre
otitly ilouii woni one with a crash, I

again and at It again. Crash, eras
down tiny wote going all over t'
place, It was a continual slap, ban
fall and rise. Sometimes, one on tl
floor struggled with another on top
him with a strangle holtl. They wrltlu .

pilfful, sweated, hut It Went oil tin I

one was so overcome that ho lappi t

the floor with tin ml or foot, or else hot
wote 11 terly fatigued and blown When
the snuggle leached their limit tin
men simply rose, bowed to '.nil other,
smiled ami stood aside for 1 n w mill
tiles' r. st. Loss of tempi r. OM'II tl
slightest xlubllloll of It. is igilnst 11

the ule-- .

There are nine grades, and It tal
aboii tluec jciis hard work to rea
the third grade, Few get much luglu
and there are some who never itta
fell Ih" Hist glltle. Ill the Wlnt
nine Hie .0 .nlemy is 1. pencil long h. On

diwn. and llu- nun come in rowds
ptui'ticc .unl haideii tlieinsolvis woil.
Ing in the colli.

Later on I n'tondod an (xhlhitk 1

coiiiesi in the same ball ami witness!
L'oa couples take fulls from each otln
In rapid sa smii. The bouts lasti I

four minutes at the most. At th,. ei I

of ihi'ie niiiuiiii a boll was rung in
wining s" thai tin v finished up o
mi le I' tw Th. 11 woie na ural

tin tin, ixbbiiotis and the fortiin
of ht iwa s di s llui tuulfil all the afti

Co stimuli' oil 'tut llli I'aije.


